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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY, 

RURAL  DISTRICTS  OF  BRADFIELD,  NEWBURY 

AND  HUNGERFORD 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 


of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
(including  the  reports  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors) 


for  the  year 

1959 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  Of  THE  SOUTH 
BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  1959. 

During  this  year  the  population  of  the  joint  district  has  increased  by 
1,070.  All  the  separate  areas  have  shared  in  this  increase  and  the  small 
drop  in  the  population  noted  in  Newbury  Rural  in  1958  has  been  more 
than  overcome  and  the  present  population  is  180  more  than  that  estimated 
for  1957. 

The  birth  rates  and  death  rates  compare  favourably  with  the  national 
averages  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  which  is  generally  taken  as  a 
fairly  accurate  barometer  of  the  health  climate  of  a  district  is  below  the 
average  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  The  infant  mortality  rate  includes 
all  children  who  die  within  one  year  of  birth.  Great  progress  has  been 
made  during  this  century  in  reducing  the  number  of  deaths,  particularly 
the  deaths  occurring  between  the  2nd  and  52nd  weeks  of  life.  For  some 
of  this  decrease  the  Public  Health  Service  can  accept  a  measure  of  credit. 
It  has  effectively  immunised  children  against  some  of  the  more  dangerous 
infectious  diseases.  It  has  helped  in  the  improvement  of  their  housing 
conditions  with  a  consequent  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease,  and  in  the  amount  of  respiratory  complication  of  such  disease 
and  it  has  ensured  greater  cleanliness  of  their  food  and  water  with  the 
result  of  diminishing  the  incidence  of  the  intestinal  diseases  which  were 
at  one  time  such  terrifying  illnesses  among  young  infants. 

There  is  still,  however,  a  tragic  residue  of  deaths  of  children  within 
one  week  of  birth.  These  deaths  are  more  resistant  to  eradication. 
Causes  are  similar  to  and  closely  connected  with  those  of  intra-uterine 
death  in  the  last  weeks  of  pregnancy.  There  is  still  scope  for  reduction 
in  the  number  of  these  deaths,  but  the  attention  must  be  directed  to  the 
mother  during  pregnancy  rather  than  to  the  child  immediately  after 
birth.  This  year  for  the  first  time  in  the  Annual  Report  is  included  a 
death  rate  dealing  with  both  immediately  post-natal  and  immediately 
pre-natal  deaths.  This  rate  is  termed  peri-natal  mortality  rate. 

In  the  section  relating  to  infectious  diseases  it  will  be  seen  that 
measles  reached  an  enormous  total  of  well  over  2,000  notifications. 
Although  the  actual  number  was  not  of  course  predictable  it  was  antici¬ 
pated  that  the  number  would  be  grossly  over  the  1958  total.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  measles  in  epidemic  form  in  alternate  years  is  a  well-known 
characteristic  of  this  disease.  Fortunately  measles  is  now  much  less  to 
be  feared  than  at  the  beginping  of  the  century  as  the  antibiotics  have 
reduced  the  risks  from  the  complications  which  were  in  fact  the  chief 
cause  of  death  rather  than  the  primary  disease  itself.  Regrettably  though 
during  this  year  there  is  a  death  to  be  recorded  as  due  to  one  of  the 
rarer  complications  of  measles,  namely  encephalitis.  This  condition  is 
not  susceptible  to  antibiotics  but  fortunately  its  occurrence  is  uncommon. 

One  other  infectious  disease  during  the  year  caused  great  concern 
and  involved  a  vast  amount  of  work  particularly  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  Bradfield  Rural  District  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  in  Reading.  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  those  con¬ 
cerned  in  these  departments  for  their  invaluable  help  during  this  out¬ 
break  which  was  one  of  Sonne  Dysentery.  The  total  number  of  cases 
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notified  eventually  reached  103  although  there  were  probably  many 
others  who  harboured  the  organism  for  some  time,  but  who  either 
suffered  no  ill-effects  thereby  or  did  not  have  any  treatment  from  their 
own  doctor. 

Sonne  Dysentery  is  not  in  itself  dangerous  except  to  the  very  young 
or  very  old,  but  the  distress  and  inconvenience  caused  by  the  disease  is 
considerable.  This  particular  outbreak  was  centred  round  a  primary 
school  in  Bradfield  Rural  District.  I  do  not  feel  that  the  school  were  to 
blame  in  any  way,  except  in  that  it  was  a  meeting  place  for  children  who 
may  be  much  more  lax  than  their  elders  in  the  basic  essentials  of  hygiene. 
The  last  four  words  of  the  previous  sentence  give  the  clue  to  preventive 
treatment  of  Sonne  Dysentery,  as  it  is  in  fact  a  break-down  in  the  essen¬ 
tial  routine  of  hand  washing  with  subsequent  transference  of  bowel 
organisms  to  the  mouth  with  consequent  infection.  The  outbreak  in 
Bradfield  Rural  District  lasted  for  some  three  months  before  it  could 
finally  be  eradicated.  This  disease  is  one  in  which  we  can  truthfully  tell 
the  sufferers  that  prevention  is  literally  in  their  own  hands. 

These  same  remarks  apply  to  the  prevention  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 
The  relationship  of  cigarette  smoking  and  the  development  of  cancer  is 
only  too  well  known.  Well  known  also  from  every  day  observation  is 
the  fact  that  few  people  have  ceased  smoking.  Of  those  who  have 
stopped  thjs  harmful  habit  the  majority  quote  the  excessive  cost  rather 
than  the  health  hazard. 

Tuberculosis,  which  was  once  the  prime  killing  disease  of  the  chest, 
caused  only  four  deaths  during  1959— less  than  one  seventh  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  due  to  lung  cancer.  Although  this  drop  in  tuberculosis 
mortality  is  very  heartening  there  is  no  cause  for  complacency  as  the 
figure  of  25  new  notifications  of  this  disease  shows. 

Now  that  the  fifties  have  ended  it  has  been  a  popular  procedure  in 
the  press  and  on  the  radio  to  look  back  over  the  decade  and  to  look 
forward  to  the  years  which  will  begin  with  the  figures  196.  I  would  like 
very  briefly  to  follow  this  fashion.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fifties  the 
National  Health  Service  with  its  resultant  widespread  re-organisation  of 
local  responsibilities  had  just  settled  into  its  stride.  Many  of  the  ravages 
and  even  the  memories  of  the  war  were  becoming  obscured  and  healed, 
but  in  the  field  of  health  there  were  still  many  enemies. 

Housing  conditions  were  by  no  means  ideal  and  some  of  the  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  were  still  of  prime  importance.  One  of  these,  whooping 
cough,  has,  during  the  fifties  become  virtually  controlled  through  the 
programme  of  immunisation.  There  is  good  reason  to  think  that  the 
welcome  absence  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  later  fifties  is  also  a  result  of  an 
immunisation  campaign.  But  other  diseases  have  not  responded  so 
encouragingly  to  preventive  measures,  and  in  this  particular  connection 
I  would  draw  attention  to  Food  Poisoning,  Dysentery  and  such  allied 
conditions. 

These  together  with  the  problems  of  the  increasing  number  of  old 
people  in  the  community,  the  distressing,  and  to  some  extent  unnecessary^ 
amount  of  mental  ill  health  and  the  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of 
cardiovascular  disease,  give  the  field  of  Public  Health  much  scope  in  the 
forthcoming  ten  years. 

One  of  the  drawbacks  of  Public  Health  is  that  it  is  a  branch  of 
medicine  wl^ere  the  results  are  slower  in  their  development  and  not  so 
dramatic  as  those  produced  by  the  use  of  new  drugs  or  by  the  masterly 
surgery  of  the  present  age.  It  is  only  by  looking  back  over  a  considerable 
period  of  time  that  one  can  evaluate  the  results  of  Public  Health  work, 
and  I  hope  that  by  the  time  the  report  comes  to  be  written  for  1969  it 
will  be  possible  to  again  see  some  concrete  results  from  the  activities  of 
this  and  of  similar  departments. 
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i  would  finally  like  to  add  the  customary  but  none  the  less  sincerely 
meant  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  constituent  councils  and  to  my 
fellow  officers,  to  all  of  whom  I  am  indebted  for  their  help. 

I  am,  Madam,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  HANDY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
South  Berks  Joint  Public  Health  Committee. 


SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1960  -  1961 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Newbury  Borough  ...  H.  K.  Potter,  esq. 

M.  W.  Paine,  esq. 

R.  J.  Lovegrove  esq. 

Bradfield  R.D .  Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers  (Chairman). 

A.  H.  Wyatt,  esq. 

Mrs.  B.  C.  Payne. 


Newbury  R.D .  F.  Howes,  esq,  j.p. 

Col.  C.  Neville,  m.c.,  j.p. 
F.  A.  Holland,  esq. 


Hungerford  R.D. 


Miss  C.  C.  Carden. 
Major  J.  W.  B.  Cole. 


Berks  County  Council...  A.  Arbuthnott,  esq.,  m.b.e.,  e.d. 

R.  E.  Moore,  esq. 

Mrs.  P.  Davies. 

Clerk:  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  ll.b..  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY,  RURAL  DISTRICTS  OF 
BRADFIELD,  NEWBURY  AND  HUNGERFORD 


Public 

Newbury  Borough 


Bradfield  R.D.  ... 

Newbury  R.D.  ... 


Hungerford  R.D. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

R.  HANDY,  M.B.,  D.p.H. 

Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 

Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

...  J.  Hague,  f. a. p.h.i..  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

16,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  446). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  J.  WiCKENS,  M.A. P.H.I. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

...  P.  r.  Wing, 

26,  Bath  Road,  Reading. 

(Telephone  55581). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
as  Public  Health  Inspector. 

...  C.  J.  Cooke,  m.a.p.h.i., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
Newbury. 

(Telephone  2400). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A.  R.  Morgan,  m.a.p.h.i.. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  loint  Board. 

S.  Burgess,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

...  J.  E.  Edwards,  a.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i.. 

The  Priory,  Hungerford  (Telephone  29). 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


Newbury  Borough  — 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

Bradfield  R.D.  — 

Public  Health  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 


Newbury  R.D.  — 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee. 
General  Purposes  Committee. 


Hungerford  R.D.  — 

Public  Health  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 
Water  Committee. 


( 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres 

(Land  and  Estimated  Persons 

District  Inland  Water)  Population  per  Acre 


Newbury  Borough  ...  2,612  20,330  7.7 

Bradfield  Rural  .  53,008  25,010  0.5 

Newbury  Rural  .  41,660  20,330  0.5 

Hungerford  Rural  .  44,817  10,070  0.2 


Totals  .  142,097  75,740  0.5 


Population  Births 

Change  minus 

Area  Births  Deaths  (+  or  — )  Deaths 


Newbury  Borough  .  397  275  +160  122 

Bradfield  R.D .  510  222  +590  288 

Newbury  R.D .  346  195  +230  151 

Hungerford  R.D .  160  102  +  90  58 

Joint  Districts  .  1413  794  +1070  619 


No.  of  Product 

Occupied  No.  of  new  Houses  built  Rateable  of  a 

District  Properties  Private  By  L.A.  Other  Value  Penny  rate 


Newbury  Borough  7350  46  14  1  £340,967  £1,368 

Bradfield  Rural  ...  8096  220  70  —  £401,435  £1,625 

Newbury  Rural  ...  5089  134  27  —  £297,410  £1,242 

Hungerford  Rural  3048  19  23  —  £88,564  £336 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births  and  Infant  Deaths 

The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  births  and  infant  deaths  and 
the  rates  per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  1958  are  in  brackets. 


Infant  Mortality 

Number  of  Live  Birth  Death  per  1,000 

District  Live  Births  Rate  per  1,000  Population  Live  Births 


Newbury  Borough  397  (386)  19.3  (18.9)  11.1  15.1  (44.0) 

Bradfield  Rural  510  (460)  16.5  U7.5)  8.8  17.6  (6.5) 

Newbury  Rural  346  (329)  17.2  (16.2)  9.5  23.1  (9.8) 

Hungerford  Rural  160  (174)  17.8  (19.5)  8.3  12.5  (17.2) 

Joint  Districts  1413  (1349)  17.9  (18.1)  10.5  17.7  (19.3) 


Newbury  Bradfield  Newbury  Hungerford  Joint 
Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  Districts 


Illegitimate  live  births 

per  cent,  total  live  births  6. 5(7. 8)  4. 7(5. 2  6.9(9. 1)  5. 6(7. 4)  5, 9(7. 3) 


Total  live  and  Still-  Neo-natal 

District  Still-births  still-births  birth  rate  death  rate 


Newbury  Borough  6  (5)  403  (391)  14.9  (12.8)  5.0  (3.1) 

Bradfield  Rural  4  (5)  514  (465)  7.8  (10.7)  7.8  (4.3) 

Newbury  Rural  10  (3)  356  (332)  28.0  (9.0)  14.4  (6.1) 

Hungerford  Rural  4  (1)  164  (175)  24.4  (5.2)  6.3  (17.2) 

Joint  Districts  24  (14)  1437  (1363)  16.7  (10.3)  8.4  (14.1) 


Early  Neo-natal  Peri-natal  mortality 

District  mortality  rate  rate 


Newbury  Borough  .  5.0  19.9 

Bradfield  Rural  .  5.9  13.6 

Newbury  Rural  .  5.8  33.7 

Hungerford  Rural  .  6.2  30.5 

Joint  Districts  .  5.6  22.2 


Total  Deaths  of  Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Infant  Infants  under  Infant  Infant 

District  Deaths  4  weeks  of  age  mortality  rate  mortality  rate 


Newbury  Borough  6  (17)  2  (12)  16.2  (42.1)  —  (66.7) 

Bradfield  Rural  9  (3)  4  (2)  18.5  (6.9)  —  ( — ) 

Newbury  Rural  8  (3)  5  (2)  24.8  (10.0)  —  ( — ) 

Hungerford  Rural  2  (3)  1  (3)  13.2  (18.6)  —  ( — ) 

Joint  Districts  25  (26)  12  (19)  18.8  (19.2)  —  (20.2) 


Maternal  Mortality 

No  death  in  the  area  was  attributable  t 
during  1959. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Figures  for  1958  are  in  brackets) 


Hunger-  Total 

DEATHS:  Newbury  Bradfield  Newbury  ford  (all 

Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  areas) 


Tuberculosis  respiratory  1 

(-) 

2 

(1) 

— 

(2) 

1 

(-) 

4  (3) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

(--) 

— 

(-) 

— ■ 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

—  (-) 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

3  (2) 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

—  (-) 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal 

— 

(-) 

■ 

(— ) 

(-) 

(-) 

—  (— ) 

infections  . 

— - 

(--) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

—  (— ) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— ■ 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— - 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

—  (— ) 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and 

— 

(— ) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1  (-) 

parasitic  diseases . . . 
Malignant  neoplasm, 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

—  (1) 

stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

5 

(— ) 

3 

(10) 

7 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

15  (13) 

lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm. 

9 

(9) 

14 

(7) 

2 

(4) 

4 

(2) 

29  (22) 

breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

9 

(5) 

3 

(3) 

7 

(4) 

3 

(2) 

22  (14) 

uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and 

4 

(1) 

4 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

(1) 

9  (4) 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

28 

(25) 

13 

(30) 

21 

(16) 

12 

(13) 

74  (84) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

(2) 

— 

(3) 

1 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

2  (5) 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

1 

(3) 

— 

(— ) 

1 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

2  (3) 

VO  us  systems — stroke 
Coronary  disease. 

69 

(60) 

28 

(37) 

26 

(27) 

17 

(15) 

140(139) 

angina  . 

Hypertension  with 

36 

(35) 

37 

(42) 

29 

(32) 

20 

(14) 

122(123) 

Heart  disease  . 

1 

(9) 

3 

(2) 

4 

(2) 

3 

(2) 

11  (15) 

Other  heart  disease... 
Other  circulatory 

39 

(40) 

30 

(27) 

23 

(23) 

8 

(13) 

100(103) 

disease  . 

7 

(13) 

13 

(16) 

7 

(9) 

8 

(7) 

35  (45) 

Influenza  . 

4 

(-) 

5 

(2) 

2 

(— ) 

1 

(-) 

12  (2) 

Pneumonia  . 

14 

(6) 

10 

(11) 

13 

(10) 

4 

(6) 

41  (33) 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of 

10 

(13) 

9 

(8) 

7 

(7) 

3 

(7) 

29  (35) 

respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

4 

(-) 

1 

(3) 

1 

(— ) 

1 

(1) 

7  (4) 

duodenum  . 

Gastritis,  enteris  and 

2 

(4) 

— 

(3) 

2 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

6  (9) 

diarrhoea  . 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

2  (-) 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

— 

(— ) 

2 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

7  (3) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

5 

(— ) 

— 

(3) 

1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

8  (5) 

abortion  . 

Congenital 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

- ' 

(— ) 

■  '■ 

(— ) 

—  (— ) 

malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

— 

(3) 

3 

(1) 

6 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

9  (6) 

defined  diseases  . . . 

14 

(19) 

23 

(22) 

22 

(11) 

5 

(14) 

64  (66) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

(6) 

4 

(3) 

4 

(3) 

3 

(-) 

14  (12) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

4 

(9) 

11 

(1) 

4 

(4) 

1 

(— ) 

20  (14) 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and 

2 

(4) 

2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

6  (9) 

operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

-  (-) 

All  causes  . 

275(266) 

222(240) 

195(163) 

102(105) 

794(774) 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1959. 


Newbury 

Disease  Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Smallpox  .  — 

— 

- - 

— 

Diphtheria  .  — 

— 

— • 

— 

~ 

Scarlet  Fever  .  4 

8 

4 

6 

22 

Erysipelas  .  — 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

— ^ 

- - 

2 

Paratyphoid)  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  — 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  — 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  — 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Ophthamia  Neonatorum  — • 

I 

— ~ 

— 

1 

Acute  Encaphalitis  . 

I 

— 

3 

4 

Meningococcal  Infection  I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  .  — 

103 

1 

2 

106 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  6 

34 

3 

2 

45 

Measles  .  556 

637 

245 

676 

2114 

Whooping  Cough  .  — 

14 

— 

4 

18 

Food  Poisoning  .  — 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  9 

Other  Forms  of 

12 

— 

4 

25 

Tuberculosis  .  — 

1 

1 

1 

3 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Health 
Department  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Newbury  Health  Sub-Committee  is  responsible  for  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cought  prophylaris  within  the  Borough  of  Newbury. 

Immunisation  is  performed  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners,  who  are  also  in  the  main  responsible  for  smallpox 
vaccination. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and 
also  at  ad  hoc  clinics. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1959 

Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 
(Figures  for  1958  in  brackets). 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5- 

-15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough — 

Primary  . 

246  (252) 

31  (18) 

1 

(1) 

278  (271) 

Booster  . 

-  (-) 

4  (10) 

34 

(62) 

38  (72) 

Bradfield  Rural — • 

Primary  . 

373  (335) 

62  (48) 

23 

(— ) 

458  (383) 

Booster  . 

-  (-) 

11  (2) 

68 

(49) 

79  (51) 

Newbury  Rural — 

Primary  . 

280  (196) 

20  (9) 

— 

(— ) 

300  (205) 

Booster  . 

—  (— ) 

9  (10) 

40 

(38) 

49  (48) 

Hungerford  Rural — 

Primary  . 

87  (85) 

-  (7) 

— 

(— ) 

87  (92) 

Booster  . 

—  (— ) 

1  (7) 

6 

(7) 

7  (14) 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  Diphtfieria  Immunisation 
carried  out  in  the  four  areas  during  the  last  ten  years. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Newbury  Borough 
Under  5  . 

193 

267 

223 

206 

178 

215 

236 

275 

270 

277 

5—15  . 

9 

27 

53 

46 

6 

8 

13 

3 

1 

1 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Under  5  . 

211 

266 

251 

281 

290 

261 

238 

249 

383 

435 

5—15  . 

23 

34 

41 

72 

44 

79 

9 

6 

— - 

23 

Newbury  Rural — 

Under  5  . 

134 

168 

154 

154 

84 

157 

220 

200 

205 

300 

5—15  . 

3 

4 

5 

4 

3 

4 

9 

1 

— 

— 

Hungerford  Rural- 
Under  5  . 

82 

78 

60 

111 

114 

137 

103 

94 

92 

87 

5—15  . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

656 

845 

790 

915 

721 

861 

830 

830 

954 

1123 
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VACCINATION,  1959 

(Figures  for  1958  in  brackets) 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough — 

Primary  . 

175  (219) 

10  (19) 

15  (20) 

200 

(258) 

Re-Vaccination 

-  (  -) 

11  (1) 

10  (15) 

21 

(16) 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Primary  . 

329  (309) 

25  (19) 

6  (11) 

360 

(339) 

Re-Vaccination 

-  (  -) 

5  (8) 

14  (29) 

19 

(37) 

Newbury  Rural — 

Primary  . 

233  (191) 

12  (7) 

8  (3) 

253 

(201) 

Re-Vaccination 

(  ) 

8  (4) 

17  (18) 

25 

(22) 

Hungerford  Rural — 

Primary  . 

95  (110) 

8  (2) 

—  (— ) 

103 

(112) 

Re-Vaccination 

-  (— ) 

-  (-) 

5  (3) 

5 

(3) 

Total 

832  (829) 

79  (60) 

75  (99) 

986 

(988) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Children  who  during  the  past 
eight  years  were  vaccinated  when  under  one  year  of  age. 

District 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Newbury  Borough 

...  93 

146 

113 

136 

184 

171 

219 

175 

Bradfield  Rural 

...  187 

174 

176 

232 

215 

221 

309 

329 

Newbury  Rural 

...  119 

119 

91 

140 

179 

195 

191 

233 

Hungerford  Rural 

...  61 

83 

85 

97 

76 

75 

110 

95 

Total 

...  360 

522 

465 

605 

654 

662 

829 

832 
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Number  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  in  infants  under  one  year,  compared 

with  the  annual  number  of  births. 


Area 

Year 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

Percentage 

Newbury  Borough  . 

1957 

402 

171 

42.5 

1958 

356 

219 

57 

1959 

397 

175 

44 

Bradfield  R.D.C . 

1957 

480 

221 

46.6 

1958 

460 

309 

67 

1959 

510 

329 

64 

Newbury  R.D.C . 

1957 

345 

195 

56.5 

1958 

329 

191 

58 

1959 

346 

233 

67 

Hungerford  R.D.C. 

1957 

159 

75 

47.2 

1958 

174 

no 

63 

1959 

160 

95 

60 

Combined  District 

1957 

1386 

662 

47.8 

1958 

1349 

829 

61 

1959 

1413 

832 

59 

NEW 

CASES 

OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1959 

Age 

Periods 

Newbury 

Borough 

Non- 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Non- 

Newbury 

Rural 

Non- 

Hungerford 

Rural 

Non- 

Resp. 

P.esp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp. 

Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

— 

— 

2  — 

— 

1 

—  1 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

1 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

-  - 

20  —  25 

1 

• — 

4  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

25  —  35 

1 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

35  —  45 

— 

— 

2  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

45  —  55 

2 

— 

1  — 

2 

— 

—  — 

55  —  65 

3 

— 

2  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

65  &  upwards 

1 

— 

-  - 

1 

— 

-  - 

Totals 

9 

— - 

12  1 

4 

1 

—  1 

The  following  table  shows  the  "number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(respiratory  and  non-respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the  four  areas 
during  the  last  eleven  years. 


Year  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Totals 


1949 

79 

7 

86 

1950 

54 

6 

60 

1951 

54 

16 

69 

1952 

42 

7 

49 

1953 

52 

3 

55 

1954 

37 

8 

45 

1955 

43 

7 

50 

1956 

60 

7 

67 

1957 

44 

8 

52 

1958 

35 

3 

38 

1959 

25 

3 

28 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


This  Annual  Report  for  1959  is  the  thirtieth  that  I  have  compiled 
setting  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the  present-day  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  or  the  earlier  designated  Sanitary  Inspectors,  within  the 
Borough  of  Newbury.  A  generation  has  passed  since  I  began  my  duties 
with  the  Newbury  Borough  Council,  and  during  that  time  of  course  many 
changes  have  taken  place.  One  thing  that  has  always  stood  out  during  the 
whole  period  is  the  accessibility  of  other  officers  and  their  co-operation 
which  has  been  so  readily  extended  at  all  times. 

Amongst  the  changes  worthy  of  comment  are  the  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  housing  units,  and  the  number  of 
houses  now  remaining  in  courts  as  compared  with  thirty  years  ago. 

A  reference  to  progress  during  the  past  year  is  enclosed  in  the 
report,  but  as  older  members  will  recall,  the  position  in  the  thirties  was 
different  to  what  it  was  in  the  fifties.  There  were  more  houses  in  courts, 
there  were  more  houses  of  a  very  poor  standard,  and  generally,  conditions 
were  not  so  acceptable  as  at  the  present  time.  Fortunately,  over  the 
years  the  respective  members  of  the  Councils,  and  particularly  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees,  have  been  tolerant,  helpful,  and 
have  perhaps  also  curbed  youthful  impetuosity,  with  the  result  that  we 
are  now  at  the  stage  when  several  ideas  that  were  in  mind  in  earlier  years 
are  reaching  fruition.  Amongst  them  is  the  situation 'that  there  are  not 
many  houses  left  in  courts,  we  have  a  higher  standard  of  food  prepara¬ 
tion,  distribution,  etc.,  we  are  in  the  position  of  having  a  decision  of  the 
Committees  that  a  new  slaughterhouse  will  be  erected,  and  it  may  be 
that  before  I  complete  my  service  with  the  Corporation,  that  building 
will  have  settled  down  to  a  staid  existence. 

There  are  many  other  matters  that  I  could  mention,  but  reiteration 
is  a  sure  sign  of  inducing  boredom,  and  for  that  reason  I  close  these 
general  comments  on  the  comparatively  distant  past  and  turn  to  the 
more  recent  passage  of  time,  namely:  1959,  to  again  say  what  a  help  it 
has  been  to  have  the  assistance  and  geperosity  of  fellow  officers,  and 
particularly  of  the  members  of  the  staff  of  this  department,  without  whose 
assistance  and  co-operation  the  matters  referred  to  herein  could  not  be 
attained. 

Whilst  there  is  some  satisfaction  in  setting  out  these  figures  and 
recording  the  work  done  in  the  previous  twelve  months,  it  is  true  to  say 
— as  indicated  in  another  recent  report — that  it  is  physically  impossible 
for  the  present  staff  to  carry  out  all  the  duties  in  the  way  they  should  be 
carried  out.  Particularly  bearing  in  mind  this  position,  I  need  only  stress 
again  the  increasing  number  of  carcases  which  have  to  be  inspected 
before  being  delivered  to  the  respective  butchers’  shops.  When  it  is 
recalled  that  approximately  ninety  per  cent  of  the  carcases  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  Borough  are  sent  out  of  the  Borough,  then  the  nature 
of  the  problem  perhaps  can  be  seen  in  better  perspective,  in  that  a  lot  of 
the  work  done  here  is  for  the  benfit  of  other  people.  A  similar  situation 
arises  in  other  districts,  and  therefore  of  course,  is  not  a  problem  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Borough.  On  the  other  hand,  one  has  to  say  that  we  are 
now  getting  to  almost  saturation  point  in  meat  inspection;  it  is  practically 
a  full-time  job  for  one  officer. 
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Other  matters  which  merit  some  attention  are  the  statistics  relating 
to  sub-standard  houses,  and  here  again  progress  is  recorded.  Not  perhaps 
as  fast  as  one  would  hope,  but  nevertheless,  substantial. 

Whilst  there  is  nothing  really  outstanding  to  report — and  if  there 
was,  it  would  mean  that  something  had  gone  seriously  wrong  (not  perhaps 
a  good  commentary  on  the  work  of  the  department) — it  can  truthfully  be 
said  that  there  has  been  attained  and  maintained  a  degree  of  progress 
which  presents  a  case  for  sober  satisfaction,  and  on  that  note  I  conclude 
my  thirtieth  Annual  Report  giving  a  general  survey  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  department  to  the  present  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  members  of  the  Newbury  Borough  Council. 


SECTION  A 

General  Administration 

TABLE  No.  1 


SUMMARY  : 

*Tptal  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  8,905 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  73 

Preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  321 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Interviews  with  tenants  or  owners’  representatives  re  above  145 


(*An  increase  of  about  600  as  compared  with  1958;  not  such  a  large 
increase  as  before,  but  still  a  considerable  percentage  increase). 


TABLE  No.  2 


ANALYSIS  OF  MAJOR  ITEMS  COVERED  BY 
“  TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  ”  : 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,690 

Premises  at  which  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  ...  1,061 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  602 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  791 

Dustbin  survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,318 


TABLE  No.  3 

PREMISES  AT  WHICH  IMPROVEMENTS  WERE  EFFECTED  : 


Dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Premises  used  for  preparation  and  sale  of  food  ...  ...  12 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


New  Legislation. 

During  the  year  the  following  legislation,  all  of  which  affects  the 
duties  of  the  Department  to  some  degree,  came  into  operation,  viz: — 

Regulations  for  securing  the  proper  ventilation  and  lighting  of 
rooms  to  which  Section  18(2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
applies  and  the  protection  thereof  against  dampness, 
effluvia  or  exhalation. 
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Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Order,  1959. 
Factories  Act,  1959. 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act,  1959. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1959. 

Slaughterhouse  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1959. 

Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1959. 
Slaughterhouse  Licences  (Forms  and  Records)  Regulations,  1959, 
Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations^  1959. 


SECTION  B 
Housing 

(This  is  a  copy  of  the  return  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 

Local  Government). 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

« 

ELSEWHERE. 

Return  for  year  1959. 

A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas 

(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Houses  Displaced  during  year 
demolished  Persons  Families 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  —  —  — 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc.  ...  ...  — -  — 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957  —  —  ^ — 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17(1), 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  20  30  15 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  M.O.H.  ...  —  —  — 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 

local  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  — -  —  — 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  —  — ■ 


B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 


(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1), 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  14  38  13 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26,  Housing 

Act,  1957  .  2  4  2 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  —  —  — 
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c. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED 

By  Local 


By  Owner  Authority 

Ql)  After  informal  action  by  local 

authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  44  — 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under: 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  ...  2  — 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  —  — 

(13)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  —  — 


D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 


Position  at  end  of  1959: — 

Number 

Number  of  separate 
dwellings  contained 

of  Houses 

in  column  {!) 

(1) 

(2) 

(14) 

Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  ... 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

— 

— 

(15) 

Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  53 

— 

— 

E. 

PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 

Number  of 

Number 

occupants  of  houses 

of  Houses 

in  column  (1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(16) 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confined  Clear- 

ance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  purchased  in  the  year  1959 

— 

— 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

Substandard  Housing — Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  three  houses  during  the 
year,  and  undertakings  by  the  owners  not  to  re-let  eleven  houses  for 
human  habitation  were  received. 

Twenty  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  another  thirteen 
were  closed  and  not  re-let  for  human  habitation. 

Re-housing. 

Twenty-two  of  the  families  living  in  houses  which  were  the  subject 
of  action  under  Section  17(1)  were  re-housed  in  Corporation  houses 
during  the  year,  and  eleven  other  families  from  houses  similarly  dealt 
with  found  their  own  accommodation. 

At  the  year  end,  thirty-six  farnilies  in  houses  which  had  been  dealt 
with  under  the  above  Section  remained  to  be  re-housed. 

The  table  following  shows  the  progress  made  with  the  elimination  of 
sub-standard  housing  since  the  end  of  1955  to  the  close  of  1959: 

(1)  Houses  reported  to  Committee  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered 
fit  at  a  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 
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(2)  Demolitiofi  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  have 
been  made 

Houses  actuallv  demolished 

Houses  vacated  but  not  yet  demolished  ... 

Houses  still  to  be  vacated 


(3)  Closing  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to  close  have 
been  accepted 

Houses  vacant  and  closed  for  human  habitation 
Houses  still  to  be  vacated  ... 


(4)  Houses  under  (1)  where  undertakings  to  repair  have 

been  accepted 

(5)  Houses  under  (1)  above  on  which  the  Committee  have 

deferred  a  decision 


44 

24 

19 

87' 


86 


58 


41 

16 

57’ 


3 

1 


148 


(6)  Re-housing : 


(a)  Tenants  from  above  houses  re-housed  by  Council 

(b)  Tenants  found  their  own  alternative 

accommodation 

(c)  Houses  vacant  at  time  of  initial  report  to 

Committee 

(d)  Tenants  still  to  be  re-housed 

(e)  Families  in  “deferred”  houses  ... 


70 

32 

9 

36 

1 

148 


*One  house  was  originally  the  subject  of  an  undertaking  to  close  but 
was  actually  demolished. 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

One  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received  by  the 
Council,  and  one  application  for  the  cancellation  of  such  a  Certificate 
was  received. 

Repair  and  Maintenance  of  Dwelling  houses. 

Works  of  repair  were  carried  out  at  thirty-eight  houses  as  a  result  of 
notices  served  on  the  respective  owners,  and  ninety-five  visits  were  paid 
to  ascertain  that  the  notices — either  preliminary  or  statutory— were  being 
compiled  with.  An  additional  forty-four  houses  were  inspected. 

Overcrowding. 

No  new  case  of  overcrowding  was  recorded,  but  one  case  previously 
reported  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Moveable  Dwellings  —  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  licences  to  station  and  use  thirteen  moveable 
dwellings  y/ere  issued  by  the  Council.  In  one  instance,  the  licence  was 
issued  to  ap  applicant  who  desired  to  use  the  caravan  whilst  a  house  was 
being  built  on  the  site.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  eleven  caravans  remained 
under  licence. 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  station  and  use  a  caravan  was 
refused. 
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SECTION  C 


Safeguarding  of  Food  Supplies 

1.  Number  of  food  premises  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  1,061 

2.  Notifications  of  works  required  to  premises  ...  ...  5 

3.  Notifications  in  1956/57 — fully  complied  with  ...  ...  4 

— partly  complied  with  . . ,  ...  4 

— not  complied  with  ...  ...  7 

4.  Number  of  separate  items  involved  in  notifications  under 

(2)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

5.  Number  of  items  completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  32 

Details  of  works  completed : 

Provision  of  wash-hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  wash-hand  basins  ...  ...  4 

Provision  of  soap,  towels,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  locker  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothes  ...  2 

Provision  of  impervious  surfaces  to  fittings  ...  ...  ...  1 

Re-decoration  of  food  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  improvements,  e.g.,  covering  of  cutting-up  tables 

and  walls,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Provision  of  refuse  bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  first-aid  kits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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One  cafe  which  had  been  closed  for  several  years  was  altered  and 
improved,  and  re-opened  for  business  during  1959.  Three  other  cafes 
changed  hands,  one  of  these  having  been  much  altered  and  improved 
before  re-opening.  The  conditions  at  this  latter  cafe  had  been  below 
standard  for  some  time  and  had  been  the  subject  of  notices  to  the 
owner,  but  since  the  change  of  ownership  and  subsequent  re-opening, 
conditions  are  appreciably  improved. 

Three  butchers’  shops  changed  hands  and  in  two  cases  improvements 
to  the  premises  resulted  from  the  change.  At  two  more  butchers’  premises 
alterations  were  begun  and  were  still  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year;  both 
of  these  had  been  the  subject  of  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions.  Conditions  at  one  other  butcher’s  shop  were  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  this  condition  was  notified  to  the  owners;  as  a  result  of 
further  pressure,  the  necessary  improvements  were  carried  out  and  the 
premises  duly  improved. 

Conditions  at  a  small  general  store  which  had  previously  been 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  gradually  improved,  and  there 
was  little  of  which  to  complain  when  the  year  closed. 

A  complaint  was  received  from  an  aggrieved  purchaser  that  a  bottle 
of  mineral  water  tasted  of  petrol  or  paraffin.  The  bottle  was  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  examination  and  his  report  showed  that,  in  fact,  the 
bottle  was  contaminated  by  petrol  but  in  such  a  small  quantity  as  to  be 
harmless.  It  was  evident  from  this  that  some  earlier  user  had  misused  the 
bottle  and  then  it  had  been  returned  to  its  original  purpose,  with  the 
usual  and  reported  result. 

Another  matter  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  which  had  been 
brought  to  the  office  by  the  complainant  was  a  wrapped  loaf  of  bread 
containing  some  black  foreign  matter.  The  Analyst’s  report  stated  that 
this  substance  was  clay,  probably  fireclay,  impregnated  with  oil  or  grease 
and  coated  with  carbon,  and  was  probably  part  of  the  lining  of  the  roof 
of  the  baking  oven  which  had  fallen  into  the  tin  containing  the  wet 
dough  and  been  baked  into  the  loaf.  He  also  stated  that  no  health 
hazard  was  involved.  After  correspondence  with  the  firm  concerned,  a 
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promise  was  given  by  them  that  their  ovens  would  be  cooled  down  and 
re-lined  that  same  week-end,  and  the  matter  was  left  there. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Twenty-two  licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  milk  to  which 
a  “  special  designation  ”  is  applied  were  issued,  and  related  to  the 
following: 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Tuberculin  Tested.  Milk  8 
Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Pasteurised  milk  ...  7 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Sterilised  milk  ...  7 

Once  again  the  number  of  licences  [ssued  authorising  the  retail  sale 
of  milk  in  the  Borough  has  decreased,  despite  the  fact  that  the  proprietors 
of  two  newly  opened  grocery  premises  were  licensed  to  sell  milk  at  or 
from  their  premises.  The  position  is  now  that  five  retailers  only  are 
delivering  milk  to  their  customers,  whilst  the  remaining  seven  licensees 
sell  milk  to  their  customers  only  over  the  counter.  One  grocery  business 
which  also  sold  milk  ceased  business.  The  decline  is  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that,  twenty-five  years  ago  fifty-four  retailers  were  in  business  in  the 
Borough. 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 


Samples  Procured  for : 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Remarks 

1 

Examination  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

Raw 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

■  — 

2 

Methylene  Blue 

...  T.T. 

33 

30 

3 

— 

Test 

Past 

32 

32 

■ - - 

1  void 

3 

Phosphatase  Test 

. . .  Past 

32 

32 

— 

— 

4 

Turbidity  Test 

. . .  Sterilised 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Two  of  the  three  failing  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were 
from  the  same  dairy,  one  of  these  failing  the  test  by  a  very  narrow  margin 
only,  and  therefore  not  being  significant,  whilst  the  other  was  due  to 
errors  in  the  bottling  process.  A  recurrence  of  this  failure  was  eliminated 
by  the  dairy  concerned  ceasing  to  bottle  milk  on  the  premises.  The  other 
failing  sample  from  a  different  dairy  was  due  to  the  staff  at  that  dairy 
holding  the  milk  for  twenty-four  hours  longer  than  should  have  been  the 
case.  All  subsequent  samples  from  these  two  dairies  were  perfectly 
satisfactory. 

The  one  sample  which  is  entered  as  “  void  ”  was  due  to  the  air 
temperature  at  the  Labpratory  being  higher  than  is  permissible  for  this 
test. 


Bottle  Rinses. 


No.  of  samples 

Results  of  examinations 

taken  for 

Satis- 

Fairly  satis- 

Unsatis- 

examination 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Void 

Hand  washed 

4 

4 

— 

— 

_ _ 

Machine  washed 

12 

10 

1 

1 

- — 

16 

14 

1 

1 

_ 
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The  one  failing  sample  listed  above  was  only  a  very  temporary  lapse 
and  all  “  follow  up  ”  saipples  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 


Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  samples  of  ice-cream  were  examined 
and  were  placed  in  the  following  Grades: 


128  (77.6%) 

29  (17.6%) 

6  (  3.6%) 

2  (  1.2%) 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


Two  samples  were  classed  as  void  due  to  conditions  at  the 
Laboratory. 

One  of  the  two  samples  placed  in  Grade  fy  was  taken  from  a  cafe, 
and  its  cause  was  obviously  inefficient  cleansing  of  equipment  by  the 
staff.  After  receipt  of  the  report,  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  premises  and 
conditions  afterwards  were  greatly  improved.  Subsequent  samples 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  other  sample  placed  in  Grade  IV,  and  most  of  those  placed  in 
Grade  III,  were  from  the  premises  of  the  manuafcturer  who  began  busi¬ 
ness  towards  the  end  of  1958.  Tlie  trouble  persisted  over  quite  a  long 
series  of  samples  until  it  was  traced — again — to  inefficient  cleansing  of 
equipment.  Once  this  was  remedied,  all  subsequent  samples  were  placed 
in  Grade  I. 

The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959  came  into 
operation  during  the  year  and  were  designed  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-1952.  They  also  intro¬ 
duce  into  legislation  some  control  in  the  manufacture  of  ice-lollies,  but 
control  to  any  considerable  degree  is  not  envisaged  as  it  is  unlikely  that 
harmful  bacteria  can  survive  in  materials  with  such  an  acid  content  as 
is  usually  present  in  these  confections. 

The  Regulations  also  permit  new  methods  to  be  used  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice-cream.  To  date,  ice-cream  could  only  legally  be  produced 
by  the  holder  pasteurising  process,  but  now  two  variations  and  one  new 
method  are  permitted.  The  variations  are,  that  instead  of  ice-cream  being 
held  for  a  specified  time  in  the  holder,  the  continuous  flow  method  can 
now  be  used.  The  new  method  is  sterilisation  which  involves  raising  the 
mixture  to  a  temperature  of  300°  F.  and  holding  it  for  at  least  two 
seconds. 

Generally,  these  Regulations  are  an  advantage  and  provide  adminis¬ 
trative  control  in  directions  where  they  were  needed. 


Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  engaged  in  the  preparation  and 
manufacture  of  preserved  foods  was  increased  by  one  during  the  year 
and  now  stands  at  twenty. 


Bakehouses. 

One  bakehouse  closed  during  the  year  and  another  re-opened  under 
different  ownership.  Two  cafes  where  baking  had  been  carried  on  as  part 
of  the  business  were  also  closed. 
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Inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  in  shops,  etc. 

WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED  AS 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Bacon 
Biscuits 
Canned  ham 
Fish 
Fruit 
Preserves 
Sweets,  etc. 
Tinned  food 
Miscellaneous 


3  lbs. 
40  lbs.* 
324  lbs. 
91  lbs. 
448  lbs. 

8  lbs. 
248  lbs.* 
1,011  lbs. 
12  lbs.* 


Total  weight  condemned  =  19  cwts.  57  lbs. 


*  All  or  most  of  the  items  marked  thus  were  damaged  by  flood  water 
during  the  extremely  heavy  thunderstorms  which  occurred  on  11th 
August  when  1.45  inches  of  rainfall  were  measured  as  having  fallen 
in  seventy  minutes;  a  quite  phenomenal  occurence. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 

Fifteen  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  the 
holders  of  twelve  of  these  being  authorised  to  slaughter  all  animals,  and 
the  remaining  three  being  of  a  restricted  nature  permitting  the  holder  to 
slaughter  only  the  smaller  animals. 

During  the  year  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958  came  into 
operation,  as  did  also  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1959. 

Meat  Inspection 

WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL 


Classification  Tons.  Cwts.  Lbs. 


(1)  At  Slaughterhouse 

(2)  On  retailers  premises 

(a)  Home  killed 

(b)  Imported 

• 

... 

24  15 

2 

1 

10 

51 

3 

(3)  Total,  weight 

... 

24  18 

64 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows. 

Cows. 

Sheep 
Calves.  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Totals 

Number  slaughtered 

2,582 

1,823 

1,210  21,530 

27,369 

54,514 

Number  inspected 

2,582 

1,823 

1,210  21,530 

27,369 

54,514 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

4 

11 

12  27 

80 

134 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

469 

584 

3  1,211 

2,153 

4,420 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis  ... 

18.5 

32.7 

1.2  5.7  8.2 
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Tuberculosis  only  — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  .  —  —  —  —  11  11 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  .  7  9  —  —  290  306 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  ...  0.3  0.5  —  -  1.1 


Cysticercosis  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  .  6 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera¬ 
tion  .  6 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  .  — 


6 

6 


The  table  above,  and  perhaps  that  immediately  overleaf,  give  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  effect  of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  the  eradication  of 
bovine  tuberculosis.  That  this  policy  has  been  of  value  must  be  self- 
evident,  but  in  relation  to  conditions  found  in  local  slaughterhouses  the 
results  recorded  give  proof,  for  the  percentages  of  carcases  found  to  be 
suffering  from  T.B.  are  .the  lowest  ever.  There  is  a  vast  difference  here  to 
the  records  of  even  ten  years  ago  when  the  “  Tuberculosis  only  ”  table 
read: — 


Whole  carcases 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

condemned 
Carcases  of  whicli 
some  part  or 
organ  was 

5 

31 

8  — 

12 

50 

condemned 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with 

135 

133 

8  — 

13 

286 

Tuberculosis  ... 

11.4 

21.1 

0.9  — 

3.9 

The  advantages  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  producers,  the  butcher, 
and  even  the  meat  inspector,  resulting  from  this  circumstance  can  be 
imagined;  what  must  be  the  effect  on  the  human  subject  is  a  matter  for 
medical  comment. 

Dustbin  Survey. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  undertaken  of  the  refuse  accommoda¬ 
tion  provided  at  domestic  premises  in  the  Borough.  A  total  of  2,318  visits 
were  paid  for  this  purpose,  and  292  dustbins  were  found  to  be  defective 
or  insufficient.  The  owners  and/or'  occupiers  concerned  were  notified, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  287  new  bins  had  been  provided,  either  by 
the  owners  who  had  bought  the  bins  themselves  or  who  had  hired  them 
from  the  Corporation  under  the  terms  of  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 
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SECTION  D 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  —  SECTION  34 

In  addition  to  the  work  detailed  in  the  tables  set  out  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages,  twelve  visits  were  paid  to  factories  the  occupiers  of  which  had 
applied  for  certificates  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  In  each 
case,  the  inspection  was  made  in  association  with  the  Fire  Prevention 
Officer  of  the  Berkshire  and  Reading  Fire  Brigade. 

In  five  cases  the  recommended  works  were  completed,  the  applica¬ 
tions  approved  by  the  Council,  and  the  appropriate  certificates  issued. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Proscuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

92 

107 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

166 

598 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 

premises) 

4 

4 

TOTAL  ... 

262 

709 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 
To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(I)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  1  1 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  —  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  .  -  -  ~ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  ...  ...  -  — 
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Part  I  continued : 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Shops 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
-(5) 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) : 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

3 

3 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against 
the  Acts  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

outwork) 

— 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956- 

Over  a  period  of  years  a  nuisance  had  been  created  by  the  emission 
of  smoke  and  grit  from  the  chimney  of  one  of  the  largest  factories  in  the 
town.  Complaints  had  been  received  from  time  to  time  from  the  people 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  factory  that  washing,  exterior  and  interior 
decorations,  etc.  were  being  spoilt  by  the  emissions  from  this  factory 
chimney,  and  the  owners  of  the  factory  tried  in  various  ways  to  cut  down 
the  nuisance. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  firm  concerned  installed  new 
boilers  and  ancillary  equipment  at  the  factory  with  the  result  that  by  the 
end  of  the  year  this  long-standing  nuisance  had  been  practically  elim¬ 
inated. 

The  position  is  being  kept  under  review  so  that,  if  necessary,  addi¬ 
tional  equipment  which  should  entirely  eliminate  any  possibility  of 
trouble  would  be  installed. 

Public  Conveniences. 

During  September  the  ladies  conveniences  in  the  Plaza  Arcade  were 
closed  for  public  use.  Conditions  there  had  been  unsatisfactory  for  quite 
a  long  time  and  had  been  the  cause  of  some  concern  to  passers-by  and 
also  to  the  occupiers  of  shops  and  offices  in  the  vicinity.  In  view  of  the 
close  proximity  of  other  and  better  conveniences  in  the  Wharf,  it  was 
thought  that  no-one  would  be  concerned  at  their  closure.  In  fact,  no 
complaints  were  received  on  this  score. 

Shop  Act,  1950. 

Classified  list  of  businesses  carried  on  at  shops  within  the  Borough. 


General  stores/grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Public  houses  and  hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sweets/tobacconists  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Tobacconists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sweets  (sugar  confectionery)  ...  ...  ...  23 

Hairdressers  ...  ;.. .  ...  ...  ...  23 

Jewellers  and  watchmakers  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Drapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Outfitters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Furniture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ironmongers/hardware  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Corn  Merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cycle  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Motor  sales,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Shoes  and/or  accessories  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Gunsmiths,  sports  equipment,  models,  etc.  ...  ...  4 

Gas  and  electrical  appliances,  radio,  T.V,,  etc.  ...  19 

Newsagents  and  statioivers  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  22 

Florists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Wine  merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Photographers  and  photographic  equipment  ...  2 

Toys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Antique  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Opticians  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Leather  goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pet  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

China  and  glassware  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Misjrellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

413  shop  premises  in  occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  new  shops  which  had  been  built  on  the  Council’s  new  estate 
off  the  Bath  Road  were  opened  during  the  year,  one  being  a  newsagent/ 
tobacconist./confectioner,  and  the  other  a  grocery/greengrocery/off- 
licence  business. 

Duties  under  this  legislation  which  are  placed  on  the  Local  Authority 
have  for  a  number  of  years  been  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Visits  for  this  purpose  are  paid  as  requisite,  and  often 
opportunity  is  taken  to  investigate  matters  relevant  to  the  business  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  occupier,  e.g.,  food  shops.  Whether  that  is  the  most 
convenient  association  of  duties  may  be  argued. 
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SECTION  E 

Pest  Infestation  Control  and  Disinfection 


Insects. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  serious  infestation  by  a  then  unidenti- 
hed  grub  was  reported  in  the  bedroom  of  a  house  in  Garden  Close  Lane. 
Several  of  the  offenders  were  sent  to  the  Infestation  Department  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  Reading  for  identihca- 
tion,  and  they  were  in  turn  passed  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  at  Slough.  The  latter  identified  them  as  pupae  of  the 
Australian  carpet  beetle  and  were  very  interested,  for  there  had  been 
only  three  or  four  infestations  by  this  insect  reported  in  domestic 
premises  in  this  country. 

A  representative  of  the  Department  visited  the  house  in  question 
and  made  a  thorough  examination;  he  gave  advice  as  to  the  best  method 
of  getting  rid  of  the  trouble.  He  also  said  that  this  was  the  most  severe 
infestation  by  these  insects  that  had  so  far  been  encountered  in  a  private 
house. 

Treatment  was  recommended  and  later  carried  out,  and  visits  were 
paid  when  the  adult  beetles  had  emerged.  Since  then  no  further  report  of 
the  trouble  has  been  received. 


More  infestations  by  Cluster  flies  were  reported  than  during  any 
previous  twelve  months,  the  worst  case  being  at  St.  George’s  Church, 
Wash  Common.  Here  there  was  a  continuing  source  of  trouble,  for  there 
is  little  than  can  be  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  infestation. 

The  paucity  of  information  regarding  this  fly  resulted  in  the  interest 
of  the  D.S.I.R.,  Slough  being  enlisted  and  their  advice  sought.  Certain 
measures  of  control  were  recommended  with  the  proviso  that  they  could 
not  be  guaranteed  as  absolutely  effective.  One  interesting  observation 
made  by  the  Department  was  that  houses  with  light  colour  wash  on  the 
exterior  walls  are  more  likely  to  be  affected  than  houses  with  darker 
coloured  walls.  As  the  advice  received  was  basically  along  the  lines  of 
the  treatments  previously  carried  out,  there  was  little  variation  in  methods 
of  treatment. 

A.  few  comments  on  this  fly  may  be  of  interest.  As  their  name 
implies  they  cluster  or  swarm  and  in  so  doing  create  a  buzz  very  similar 
in  sound,  but  not  volume,  to  a  swarm  of  bees.  In  size  they  appear  to  be 
a  small  bluebottle,  their  conformation  when  noted  casually  almost  con¬ 
firms  that  view.  They  are  seldom  found  singly  either  in  flight  or  when 
settled,  and  therefore  constitute  a  problem  on  that  score  alone.  Their 
habitat  during  the  summer  months  is  said  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  woods,  particularly  where  near  grassland,  a  necessity  to  their  existence 
being  shade,  warmth  and  some  moisture.  They  are  thought  to  be  harm¬ 
less  in  relation  to  the  human,  but  the  latter  is  not  encouraged  in  a 
quiescent  attitude  when  he  finds  or  hears  a  swarm  near.  During  the 
colder  weather  they  are  found,  often  in  large  numbers,  in  the  false  roofs 
of  houses.  What  attracts  them  is  not  known,  but  it  is  the  fact  that  they 
do  hibernate  there  and  form  quasi-cocoons  on  the  roof  timbers.  These 
cocoons  vary  in  size  but  have  been  seen  to  be  up  to  eighteen  inches  long, 
eight  to  twelve  inches  wide,  and  three  to  four  inches  in  depth.  They 
hibernate  for  months  and  the  only  indication  of  their  presence  may  be 
fortuitous — say  when  looking  for  that  old  packing-case  in  the  roof.  Cases 
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of  recurring  “  infestation  ”  are  known,  and  in  one  case  there  is  a  regular 
call  each  autumn.  The  only  way  to  prevent  access  into  the  living  quarters 
is  to  see  that  all  areas  surrounding  pipes  leading  from  the  roof  are 
properly  sealed  off. 

1959  was  a  “  vintage  year  ”  for  this  trouble,  and  despite  the  long 
spells  of  sunshine — and  contrary  to  previous  experience — the  trouble 
started  early  after  a  spell  of  cooler  weather.  Then  came  hot  weather 
again,  out  the  swarms  came  and  literally  smothered  the  outsides  of  build¬ 
ings.  However,  at  this  stage,  help  was  forthcoming  from  the  D.S.I.R., 
and  eventually  the  complaints  from  irate  and  worried  householders 
ceased. 

A  peculiarity  of  the  infestations  also  seems  to  be  in  the  frequency 
with  which  these  attacks  recur,  and  this  raises  the  “  odd  query  ”  as  to 
whether  there  is  some  homing  instinct  or  whether  there  is  some  inherited 
and  inherent  association  of  acceptable  sight,  smell,  sound  and  access. 

Treatment  has  rernained  the  same  for  years,  and  although  it  never 
can  be  decisive,  ip  certainly  is  a  palliative.  Those  people  who  have  green¬ 
houses  will  recognise  it  as  that  recommended  to  them  to  carry  out  at 
certain  times  of  the  year,  namely  to  impregnate  the  whole  enclosed  area 
with  “  smoke  ”  carrying  a  DDT  vapour.  Asphyxiation'  results,  and  after¬ 
wards  often  buckets  full  of  dead  flies  can  be  removed  from  the  affected 
area.  At  the  church  mentioned  earlier  this  was  not  appreciated  at  the 
time,  but  the  subsequent  elimination  of  the  trouble  proved  acceptable. 

Wasps  Nests. 

In  view  of  the  very  large  number  of  complaints  of  wasps  nests  which 
had  been  received  in  the  summer  months,  it  was  agreed  by  the  Joint 
Committee  at  a  meeting  held  late  in  the  year  to  allow  the  rodent  opera¬ 
tors  to  treat  wasps  nests  on  domestic  premises,  and  where  such  work  is 
done,  to  make  a  charge  of  up  to  12/6. 

Rodent  Control. 

A  second  rodent  operator  was  engaged  during  January  to  cope  with 
the  contracts  for  work  on  agricultural  property,  etc.,  which  scheme  it 
was  intended  to  start  on  1st  April,  and  an  additional  van  was  purchased 
for  his  use. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  a  total  of  seventy  contracts  had  been  signed, 
five  of  these  being  in  the  Borough,  thirty-six  in  the  Newbury  R.D.C.  and 
twenty-nine  in  Hungerford  R.D.C. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Return  of  work  by  Rodent  Operatives. 


-  Type  of  property  - 

Agri-  All  other 
cultural  (including 
Local  Dwelling  and  Business  & 

Authority  Houses  Contracts  Industrial  Total 


1.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 

Authority’s  district  21  6,164 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  Local 
Authority  during 
1959  as  a  result 

(a)  of  notification  (a)  6  244 

or  (b)  otherwise  ...  (b)  22  287 

3.  Number  of  properties  Major 

(under  2)  found  to  1  — 

be  infested  by  rats  Minor 

22  377 

4.  Number  of  properties 
(under  3)  found  to 
be  seriously  infested 

by  mice  ...  ...  2  45 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  3 
and  4)  treated  by 

the  Local  Authority  25  422 

6.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section 
4:  — 

(1)  Treatment  ...  —  — 

(2)  Structural  works 

(i.e.,  Proofing)  ...  —  — 


5  1,189  7,379 

1  45  296 

12  6  327 

—  2  3 

9  27  435 

—  16  63 

9  45  501 


TOTAL 


7.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice 
under  Section  4  . . . 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 


9.  Number  of  “  block  ”  control  schemes  carried  out  =  63, 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Public  Health  Inspector 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1959 


Water  Supplies. 

A  list  of  populated  areas  without  main  water  supplies  was  prepared 
during  the  year.  Most  of  these  areas  are  small,  and  of  low  population 
density,  but  nevertheless  the  list  presents  a  formudable  task  for  the 
years  ahead,  and  has  certainly  put  a  stop  to  any  feeling  of  complacency, 
even  if  such  a  feeling  existed.  One  hopes  that  the  formation  of  the  new 
Water  Board  will  make  it  easier  to  provide  these  people  with  one  of 
the  basic  needs  for  existence. 

Twenty-seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  Eighteen  of 
these  proved  to  be  polluted,  but  repeat  samples  after  necessary  works 
have  proved  satisfactory  in  most  of  the  cases. 

Sewerage  Schemes. 

This  Council  is  alive  to  it’s  responsibilities  under  section  14  of  the 
1936  Public  Health  Act,  consideration  has  been  and  is  being  given  to 
a  number  of  proposals. 

Among  the  work  commenced  or  completed  during  the  year  are 
the  following:  — 

Pangbourne,  Bere  Court  Road.  Extension  to  sewer  commenced. 

Streatley  ) 

Theale  Extensions  to  works  completed. 

Beenham  j 

Bucklebury,  Little  Lane.  Extension  to  sewer  commenced. 

Plans  are  in  hand  for  new  schemes  to  be  provided  in  the  parishes 
of  Purley,  Burghfield  and  Pangbourne.  The  latter  being  to  protect  the 
Deep  Bore  at  Pangbourne  from  possible  pollution  by  septic  tank  effluent. 

Estate  sewers  at  Orchard  Close,  Purley,  and  the  Avenue,  Mortimer, 
have  been  taken  over,  and  it  has  been  agreed  to  take  over  an  estate 
sewer  at  Windmill  Road,  Mortimer,  when  the  estate  is  completed 

A  large  private  estate  under  construction  at  Tilehurst  will  drain 
to  the  Reading  Borough  sewers.  Repayment  is  being  made  to  the 
developer  under  S.19  of  the  1936  Act  for  extra  expense  incurred  in 
constructing  the  sewers,  both  foul  and  surface  water,  to  form  part  of  a 
general  scheme. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Scheme. 

The  scheme  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily.  It  is  disturbing 
to  note,  however,  the  increasing  average  age  of  the  staff.  The  few 
applications  for  appointments  have  been  from  middle-aged  men  only, 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  work  has  little  appeal  to  the  younger 
generation.  The  reason  is  probably  the  inadequate  financial  reward  when 
compared  to  that  of  industry. 

Food  Premises. 

Once  again  it  is  admitted,  with  regret,  that  routine  inspection  have 
not  been  made  as  often  as  desirable.  However  improvements  have  been 
made  to  several  premises  without  the  necessity  of  taking  statutory  action. 
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Co-operation  between  the  traders  and  this  department  continues  to  be 
satisfactory  and  experience  has  shown  that  a  little  time  explaining  the 
purpose  of  the  Regulations  is  well  spent. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Section  16. 

Sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Sausage,  etc.,  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  18 


Caravans 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  dismissed  the 
appeal  of  Eaglecars  Ltd.,  against  the  Council’s  refusal  to  grant  an 
extension  of  time  to  their  caravan  site  licence. 

A  new  site  which  will  more  than  accommodate  the  caravans  from 
the  appeal  site  has  been  approved  approx.  400  yards  away  at  City  Road, 
Tilehurst.  This  new  site  will  accommodate  200  caravans,  and  facilities 
will  include  toilet  and  shower  blocks,  launderettes,  shopping  facilities, 
electricity  to  each  caravan,  main  water  supplies  to  each  caravan,  waste 
water  gulleys  at  rate  of  one  per  two  caravans,  hard  roads  and  standings, 
street  lighting  and  a  car  park.  Permission  has  been  granted  for  20  years. 

A  proposal  has  been  approved  for  the  owner  of  two  sites  at  Alder- 
maston,  each  accommodating  20  caravans  to  close  one  site  ^nd  increase 
the  other  to  60  caravans.  Here  again  W.C.  blocks,  main  water  and  waste 
water  gulleys  are  to  be  provided.  A  condition  of  approval  was  that  10 
sites  would  be  kept  available  for  caravans  at  present  on  undesirable  sites 
in  the  locality. 

At  the  end  of  1959  the  number  of  authorised  caravans  in  the 
district  was  437.  Ninety-one  of  these  are  on  individual  sites,  the  remain¬ 
ing  346  being  on  the  10  licensed  sites. 

Of  the  91  individual  caravans,  28  are  being  used  pending  the  erection 
of  permanent  dwellings  on  the  same  sites,  25  are  occupied  _by  employees 
of  the  site  owners,  and  five  are  used  for  holidays  only. 

Housing  —  Items  not  contained  in  the  Housing  Table. 

(a)  Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  65  grants  were  authorised,  totalling  £18,479.  Of 
these,  29  were  tenanted  houses,  and  the  other  36  for  owner-occupied 
houses. 

One  standard  grant  was  authorised. 

(b)  Council  Housing 

During  the  year  Lady  Benyon  on  behalf  of  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Benyon,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  opened  the  1,000th  post-war 
council  house. 

At  last  the  hutted  camps  are  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  one  remaining 
family  is  to  be  rehoused  early  in  1960. 

(c)  Parley  Park  River  Estate 

A  start  was  made  during  the  year  on  an  attempt  to  solve  the  problem 
of  the  Purley  Park  River  Estate.  This  estate  started  before  the  war 
as  a  camping  ground  for  week-end  fishermen  and  holidays.  The  land 
was  sold,  in  small  plots,  the  average  width  being  about  25  feet. 

During  the  war  many  of  these  plot  holders  came  to  Purley  to  escape 
the  bombing,  and  erected  temporary  buildings  for  living  accommodation. 
Most  of  the  buildings  were  of  asbestos  or  weatherboard  on  timber  frame 
construction,  and  vary  in  standard  from  ‘  fit  in  all  respects  ’  to  ‘  fit  in 
no  respect.’  In  later  years  a  number  of  new  dwellings  have  been 
erected.  These  are  still,  in  the  main,  asbestos  on  metal  or  timber 
framing,  but  are  better  equipped  in  sanitary  accommodation  and  domestic 
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amenities.  Altogether  there  are  some  285  properties  on  approximately 
33  acres  of  land. 

The  method  to  be  adopted  for  improving  the  housing  standard  on 
the  estate  will  not  be  decided  until  every  dwelling  has  been  inspected. 
A  start  has  been  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  inspections  will  be  completed  about  the  middle  of  1960. 


Main  Water  Supplies. 


Location  of  extension  Length  in  yards  Houses  served 

Reading  Water  Co. 

Birch  Farm  Estate,  Tilehurst 

260 

Remainer  of 
Estate 

Calcot  Golf  Course  Estate 

1011 

70 

Calcot  Golf  Course,  Clubhouse  ... 

16 

1 

Garstons  Park  Caravan  Site,  Tilehurst  ... 

122 

200  Caravans 

Orchard  Close,  Long  Lane,  Purley 

150 

3 

Mid-Wessex  Water  Co. 

Sulhamstead 

504 

Ash  Lane,  Burghfield 

47 

2 

Windmill  Corner,  Mortimer 

139 

Estate  not  yet 
built 

Pinchut,  Burghfield 

185 

88 

(not  yet  built) 

South  Oxon  Water  Co. 

Emery’s  Acres,  Upper  Basildon 

129 

Estate  not  yet 
built 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  THROUGHOUT 

YEAR, 

1959 

Number  of  premises  visited  ... 

1630 

Number  of  inspections 

1925 

Number  of  complaints 

,  . 

132 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered 

.  .  . 

27 

Number  of  notices  issued — 

(a)  Statutory 

Nil 

(b)  Informal 

.  .  • 

32 

Number  of  prosecutions 

Nil 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated 

49 

HOUSING  TABLE 


Number  of  Dwellings  Erected: 

1. 

By  Local  Authority 

t  .  c 

70 

2. 

By  Private  Enterprise 

220 

Inspections  of  Dwellings  during  the  year  : 

1. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  inspected 

...  ... 

573 

(b)  Number  of  inspections 

630 

2. 

Number  of  dwellings  found  unfit  and  not 

capable  of 

repair  at  reasonable  cost 

... 

14 

3. 

Number  of  houses  unfit  but  repairable  at 

reasonable 

cost 

•X  •  •  •  • 

32 
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Remedy  of  Defects  : 


1.  Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 

quence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

5.  Number  of  Undertakings  to  repair  ...  ...  ...  2 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  in  Clearance  areas  ...  ...  Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Clearance  or  Re-development  orders  ...  ...  Nil 


Milk. 

Thirty-seven  licences  to  sell  designated  milk  were  issued  during  the 


year,  as  follows;  — 

Tuberculin  Tested ;  Dealers  ...  ...  9 

Supplementary  ...  6 

Pasteurised:  Dealers  ...  ...  9 

Supplementary  ...  7 

Sterilised  Dealers  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  ...  4 


All  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
Public  Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  district. 

Canal  Boats 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

14 

US 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

75 

40 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’ 

premises) 

I 

TOTAL  . 

90 

58 

— 

— 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  or  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleaniness  (S.I)  ... 

3 

3 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

'  ■  ■  ' 

” — 

— 

■ 

— - 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

- 

' 

■ 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

—  “ 

— 

■ 

~ 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

I 

1 

— 

-  ■ 

- - 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water  Supplies. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  situation  in  respect  of  water 
supplies  throughout  the  district.  The  extension  of  the  main  in  the 
Sheepdrove  area  has  proved  its  worth  particularly  during  the  dry  periods 
of  the  summer. 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  ...  8  — 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies  ...  5  2 


Sewerage  Schemes. 

The  Hungerford  scheme  is  still  awaiting  improvements  and  there 
is  no  prospect  of  any  immediate  action  at  present.  Although  the 
samples  of  effluent  do  not  show  any  signs  of  worsening,  it  is  very 
apparent  that  the  present  position  must  not  be  allowed  to  continue  for 
any  length  of  time.  Under  the  existing  scheme,  overloading  becomes 
very  obvious  during  stormy  periods,  when  manhole  covers  are  dislodged. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  trouble  will  be  obviated  when  works  of  improve¬ 
ments  are  carried  out. 

The  Lambourn  Valley  and  Kintbury  schemes  continue  to  prove 
satisfactory,  supplying  satisfactory  effluents.  During  the  year  sixteen 
connections  were  made  altogether. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  new  18-yards  dual  tip  type  of  vehicle  was  delivered  and 
commenced  collections  in  September  last,  the  services  of  the  private 
contractor  were  no  longer  required.  A  new  scheme  was  put  into 
operation  on  7th  September,  1959,  using  the  dual  tip  vehicle  in  the  built- 
up  areas  and  the  smaller  side  loading  vehicle  used  in  the  more  sparsely 
populated  areas.  Although  the  new  scheme  is  an  improvement  the 
ultimate  aim  is  for  a  weekly  collection  throughout  the  district  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  achieved  in  the  coming  year. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  with  an  improved  scheme  of  collection 
the  quantity  of  refuse  for  disposal  has  been  increased  and  the  question 
of  a  tractor  with  a  bulldozer  has  to  be  considered.  It  would  facilitate 
levelling  and  covering  and,  it  is  felt,  help  in  the  general  control  of  the 
tips.  (This  machine  has  now  been  purchased  and  is  in  operation). 

The  disposal  site  at  Eastbury  was  no  longer  used  when  the  private 
contractor  terminated  his  contract  and  the  surface  was  covered.  The 
New  site  at  Avington  is  in  use  periodically  in  conjunction  with  the  Lower 
Denford  tip,  while  the  tips  at  Woodlands  St.  'Mary  and  Irish  Hill  are 
used  regularly. 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operatives  under  the  Joint  Committee  Scheme: 


Type  of  property 

Local  Dwelling  Business  &  Agricul- 

Authority  Houses  Industrial  Total  tural 


1.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 


(a)  of  notification 

1 

55 

10 

89 

20 

or  (b)  otherwise  . 

30 

240 

4 

407 

133 

2. 

Number  of  properties 
(under  1)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats : 

Major 

11 

11 

Minor 

30 

156 

10 

305 

109 

3. 

Number  of  properties 
(under  1)  found  to  be 
seriously  infected  by 
mice)  . 

5 

9 

4 

4. 

Number  of  properties 
treated  (under  2  &  3) 

30 

161 

10 

325 

124 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1936  to  1959 
Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  for  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  . 

18 

22 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

37 

31 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

55 

53 

— 

— 

37 


2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(I)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

— 

-  - 

_ _ 

. 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

_ 

-  - 

—  ■ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— -  — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . 

_ 

. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : 
(a)  Insufficient  . 

2 

1  — 

__ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . 

. 

— — 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  . 

. 

__  -  -  - 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

I  — 

— 

— 

Sale  of  Food. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  of — Bakers 

Butchers 

Caterers  (including  licensed  and  industrial) 

Confectioners 

Dairies 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Friers 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 


5 

7 
43 
17 

8 
3 

6 
23 


Total  ...  112 


Premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16: 
Ice-Cream  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  36 

Sausage,  etc.  Manufacturers  ...  ...  4 

Total  number  of  inspections  to  Food  Premises  334 
Milk  and  Dairies. 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  milk  to  which  a  “  special 
designation”  is  applied  were  issued  and  related  to  the  following  :  — 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  T.T.  Milk  ...  8 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Pasteurised  Milk  6 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Sterilised  Milk  2 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


Type 

Total  Samples 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

of  Milk 

taken 

factory 

factory 

Samples  procured  for 
submission  to : 

1.  Methylene  Blue 

Test  . 

Pasteurised 

25 

25 

2.  Phosphatase  Test 

Pasteurised 

25 

25 

— 

3.  Turbidity  Test 

Sterilised 

1  . 

1 

- - * 

Manufacture,  Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice-Cream. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report,  premises  are  registered  for  the 
sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream.  It  is  regretted  that  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  take  a  sample  from  every  retailer,  but  it  is  the  intention 
to  rectify  this  position  during  the  coming  year. 

Provisional  Grade  Number  of  Samples 

1  12 

II  1 

III  — 

IV  — 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  IN  SHOPS,  ETC. 

Weights  of  Canned  and  Other  Foods  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
Consumption. 

42i  lbs.  Tinned  'Meat 
52  lbs.  Pigs  Liver 

Moveable  Divellings.  Section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  the  site  at  Mill  Lane,  Lambourn,  continued  in 
use,  and  the  maximum  number  of  caravans  were  permanently  stationed 
thereon. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  have  been  submitted  at  an 
increased  rate,  numbering  33  in  respect  of  38  dwellings.  It  is  gratifying 
to  see  that  some  owners  realise  the  usefulness  of  the  grant  and  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  means  of  bringing  these  sub-standard  properties 
up  to  the  modern  standard. 

Storage  of  Petroleum,  Spirit  and  Mixtures. 

There  are  61  licensed  premises  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
or  mixtures  of  which  14  have  electrically  operated  pumps  and  the 
remainder  manually  operated  pumps.  The  regulations  governing  the 
electrically  operated  pumps  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1960, 
and  the  owners  have  been  required  to  submit  necessary  certificates 
before  the  licences  were  renewed  for  the  current  year. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Kintbury  was  the  sole  one  in  use  in  the 
district,  and  very  little  slaughtering  was  carried  out. 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

DURING  1959 


Number 

of  different  premises  visited 

861 

Number 

of  inspections  made 

1217 

Number 

of  complaints  received 

62 

Number 

of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered 

51 

Number 

of  notices  served  —  Informal 

25 

Number 

of  notices  served  —  Statutory  ... 

Nil 

Number 

of  prosecutions 

Nil 

Number 

of  defects  or  nmsances  abated 

39 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(1) 

a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during 
the  year  for  housing  defects 

481 

(2) 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

516 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

6 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  not  found  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

51 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year: 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action 

27 

3.  Improvement  Grants: 

(1) 

Number  of  applications  ... 

33 

(2) 

Number  of  dwellings 

38 

(3) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

129 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water. 

The  regular  sampling  of  the  Chieveley  supply  continued  during  the 
year  and  thirteen  samples  were  taken  for  examination.  All  were  satis¬ 
factory.  In  addition  a  further  thirty-one  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  eight  for  chemical  analysis,  from  private 
supplies.  Some  wells  were  sampled  more  than  once,  and  unsatisfactory 
results  were  obtained  from  thirteen.  Eight  of  these  wells  are  still  in  use 
and  efforts  are  being  made  to  either  provide  an  alternative  or  improve 
the  existing  supplies.  During  May  one  well  ran  dry  and  remained  so 
until  early  winter.  The  household  was  kept  supplied  with  water  delivered 
by  Fire  Brigades  from  Newbury  and  Greenham  Common  Air  Base. 


Sewerage. 

Little  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of 
sewerage  to  Cold  Ash  and  Woolhampton.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Cold  Ash 
Scheme  will  commence  in  I960,  and  the  Woolhampton  Scheme  in  1961. 


Refuse. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  the  district  has  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  one  control  tip  at  Pound 
Lane,  Thatcham,  where  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out. 


Food. 

Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 

General  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Bakeries  with  General  Grocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Caterers  (including  licensed  and  industrial)  ...  ...  48 


The  number  of  food  businesses  in  the  district  all  of  which  were 
inspected  during  the  year  remains  unchanged.  One  small  bakery  has 
closed  down,  and  the  premises  re-opened  as  a  cafe  and  catering  estab¬ 
lishment.  During  the  period  another  two  premises  were  licensed  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  bringing  the  total  to  59.  Five  butchers  are  licensed 
for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Thatcham  continued  to  operate  throughout 
the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  amount  of  meat  condemned. 


No.  of 

Animals  Slaughtered 

No.  of 

Whole 

carcases 

condemned 

Total 
Weight 
of  Meat 
condemned 
(lbs.) 

Pigs  . 

..  9,938  (10,289) 

5  (10) 

2,504  (4,786) 

Sheep  . 

..  1,464  (109) 

—  (20) 

136  (800) 

Calves  . . 

63  (13) 

—  (1) 

—  (40) 

TOTAL  . 

..  11,465  (10,411) 

5  (31) 

2,640  (5,626) 

N.B.  —  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1958. 

Although  there  were  a  thousand  more  animals  killed  during  the 
period  than  in  1958,  the  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  less  than  half. 
Another  notable  feature  was  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  pigs  found  to 
have  tuberculosis.  In  1958  84  animals  were  affected,  but  in  1959  the 
figure  dropped  to  33,  and  as  in  the  previous  year,  in  no  instance  did 
the  disease  extend  beyond  the  head.  Much  of  the  credit  for  this 
improved  position  is  due  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  The  Attested  Herd  Scheme  is  rapidly  eradicating  Tuberculosis 
amongst  cattle  in  this  country.  It  has  been  shown  that  a  decline  of 
tuberculosis  in  cattle  has  resulted  in  a  similar  decline  in  pigs.  During  the 
year  a  Food  Bank  was  opened  at  Shaw.  The  proprietors  claim  this  is 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  The  bank  offers  such  services  as 
bulk  storage  of  food  at  freezing  (  — 5°F)  or  chilling  (34°  to  35 °F) 
temperatures,  deep-freeze  locker  storage  for  individual  renting,  poultry 
processing,  and  meat  jointing.  The  bank  is  already  being  much  used 
by  Slaughterers  and  Butchers,  and  the  lockers  which  are  of  6  cu.ft. 
capacity  are  constantly  being  rented  by  private  persons  for  the  storage 
of  produce  which  has  been  prepared  at  home.  During  the  Christmas 
period  about  10,000  poultry  were  killed,  processed,  stored  and  distri¬ 
buted  by  the  bank  in  addition  to  their  other  services. 


Caravans. 

Towards  the  end  of  1959  the  report  “  Caravans  as  Homes  ”  was 
presented  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  Sir 
Arton  Wilson,  k.b.e.,  c.b.  The  report  was  the  result  of  a  national 
investigation  into  “the  problems  which  arise  in  connection  with  caravans 
used  as  residential  accommodation  .  .  The  matter  is  dealt  with  most 
thoroughly,  and  reveals  that  more  than  half  of  the  estimated  60,000 
caravan  homes  are  to  be  found  in  the  fourteen  counties  which  lie 
closest  to  London.  Hampshire  has  the  most  caravan  homes  with  4,600, 
which  represents  3.6  per  thousand  of  its  population.  Surrey  is  rated 
second  and  Berkshire  third  with  3,900  caravans  representing  8.3  per 
thousand  of  the  county  population,  as  compared  with  1.3  per  thou.sand 
over  the  country  as  a  whole.  There  are  thirteen  sites  in  Newbury  Rural 
District  licensed  for  the  stationing  of  343  caravans,  and  in  addition 
there  are  forty-six  individually  licensed  caravans.  For  every  1,000  of 
the  population,  there  are  19.3  licensed  caravans  in  the  district,  which  is 
more  than  double  the  county  average.  The  sites  are  now  full  all  the 
year  round,  and  complaints,  which  are  few  in  number,  generally  occur 
during  the  winter  months,  and  are  usually  in  connection  with  dampness 
due  to  condensation.  During  the  year  eight  families  from  caravans 
were  re-housed  in  Council  houses. 
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Rodent  and  Pest  Control. 


Treatment  carried  out  in  this  district  under  the  joint  Scheme  with 
Newbury  Borough  and  Hungerford  R.D.C.  is  set  out  in  the  table  below: 

Dwelling- 

houses 

All  other 

including 

including 

Total 

Local 

Council 

Business 

of  Cols.  Agricul- 

Authority  Houses 

Premises 

L  2,  3,  5 

tural 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

I. 

Number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’s 

district  . 

25 

5,147 

421 

5,991 

398 

2. 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a 

result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

2 

172 

12 

215 

29 

or 

(b)  otherwise  . 

9 

295 

1 

507 

202 

3. 

Number  of  properties 

(under  2)  found  to 

be  infested  with : 

(a)  Rats —  Major 

— 

— 

— 

15 

15 

Minor 

11 

331 

78 

430 

10 

(b)  Mice  . 

— 

6 

3 

14 

5 

4. 

Number  of  infested 

properties  treated 

(under  III)  . 

11 

337 

13 

559 

198 

The  unusually  fine  summer  brought  with  it  many  complaints  of 
wasps  nests  and  flies  during  the  Autumn  in  or  around  dwelling  houses, 
and  complaints  have  even  been  received  during  the  winter  months. 
The  winter  infestations  have  all  proved  to  be  due  to  cluster  flies  living 
in  the  roof  spaces  of  houses,  and  in  two  cases  churches.  These  cases 
have  been  successfully  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  insecticidal  smoke 
generators. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  a  further  thirteen  unfit  houses  were  closed,  five 
being  demolished,  and  there  are  about  ninety  unfit  houses  remaining 
to  be  dealt  with.  It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  closing  of  a 
house  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  life  of  the  dwelling  is  finished. 
Ip  some  cases  they  have  been  modernised,  often  with  the  help  of  an 
improvement  grant,  and  given  a  new  lease  of  life.  In  June  of  this  year 
a  new  Government  Standard  Grant  was  introduced  and  owing  to  the  less 
stringent  conditions  it  has  proved  useful  in  several  cases  where  the  high 
standard  of  the  discretionary  grant  could  not  be  attained. 
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HOUSING  TABLE 


Number  of  new  Dwelling  Houses  built. 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(2)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(3)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  under  housing 

and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  686 

(4)  Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  793 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Action  taken  during  the  year. 

(6)  Number  of  statutory  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(7)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  in  consequence  of 

Statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(8)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,38 

(9)  Representations  made  to  Council  with  a  view  to 

receiving  house-owners  proposals  ...  ...  ...  13 

(10)  Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  not  to  relet 

as  a  result  of  (9)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(11)  Demolition  orders  made  as  a  result  of  (9)  ...  ...  2 

(12)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  (11)  ...  1 

(13)  Number  of  housese  demolished  after  informal  action  ...  4 

Improvement  grants  for  modernisation  of  private  houses. 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Standard  Grants  (available  since  June,  1959)  ...  7 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 

i. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  . 

6 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

69 

46 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

TOTAL  ... 

75 

48 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEEECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

■  ■  “ 

— 

(S.3)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

■ 

— 

floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)- 

"■  '  * 

—  — 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

'■ 

-  — — 

■ . . 

• '  ■— 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate 

— 

for  sexes  . 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  out- 

work)  . 

6 

6  1 

5 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

6 

6  1 

5 

— 
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